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IN THIS ISSUE:

• 

A MESSAGE FROM US

New and exciting things are in store for the future of Whitfield  

Residential Home - so we thought for this newsletter, on top of 

our usual updates, why not sift through the archives and take a 

trip down memory lane?

IN THIS ISSUE:

• Nostalgia Trips

• Newspaper 

Clips

…and so much more!

The Whitfield
G A Z E T T E

THROWBACK EDITIO
N

Team Sai Care Homes, circa 2018…
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Our building on Sandwich Road once served a very different 

purpose! It began as Cambridge Villa, a private members club 

in 1965 called the Circle Club. The exact opening date is 

unclear. The club later became the Whitfield Hotel in the late 

1960s, before being turned into a care home.

The Circle Club drew attention in February 1965 when police 

raided the premises after 1 a.m. Officers found members 

drinking after permitted hours. The licensee, Roy Martin Scott, 

pleaded guilty to supplying alcohol between 12.30 a.m. and 

1.10 a.m. He received a £55 fine. Eleven members received 

£15 fines. Police found 24 people in the bar. Some said they 

had eaten meals, but the raid took place 40 minutes after legal 

hours. Mr. Scott accepted responsibility for the service that 

night.

In March 1965, the licence transferred to Roy’s father, Harold 

J. Scott. Police had opposed the renewal for Roy due to late 

hours kept at the club. Harold took over to stabilise the 

management. Roy remained as manager under his father’s 

supervision. The club had about 200 members at the time. 

Both men told magistrates they understood the need for 

correct hours and confirmed that the club now closed 

promptly.

Before We Cared…

AI-generated image based on references, not a real 

photograph of the Circle Club. Use it as a visual 

interpretation, not as historical evidence.
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Our historic building’s been 

on the map for quite some 

time now - we’ve dug out 

some satellite imagery, 

courtesty of Kent County 

Council and Google.

In the early 2000’s, Whitfield 

joined First Choice Care 

Homes, a group of homes run 

by brothers Menon & Seelan. 

This joint venture ended in 

2016, with Seelan taking 

Whitfield under the newly-

formed Sai Care Homes 

umbrella.

Skyline
Scrapbook



Read All About It!

Long before the days of digital marketing, a good old newspaper 

was the best way to get your name out there.

We’ve sifted through various local newspapers (courtesy of the 

British Newspaper Archive) and uncovered some Whitfield-

related gems…
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Firstly, this clipping from 8 December 1988, from the Deal, 

Walmer and Sandwich Mercury. This is the first mention of 

Whitfield Rest Home in the archive.

On 16 December 1988, not long after the 

first mention on the archive, we were 

wishing our community a Merry Christmas 

in the Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate and 

Cheriton Herald!

Married couples were in for a treat on 

17 November 1994 when a double en 

suite was made available.

Have you noticed that our phone 

number hasn’t changed in all these 

years!

Another advertisement, found 

in the Folkestone, Hythe, 

Sandgate and Cheriton Herald 

from 16 May 1996.

If you look closely, you’ll see an 

advertisement for our sister 

home, Hatfield Lodge (or 

Hatfeild Lodge, ancient typo?)

Last but not least, a half-page spread from 20 June 1996, yet again in the 

Folkestone Herald. This is probably the most insightful clipping we found, going 

into great detail about our policies and facilities - and it even has some rather 

grainy photographs! 



A Growing Village
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Over the long stretch of time our home’s been stood, the world 

around Whitfield has shifted. Roads changed, buildings moved, 

and the area grew. This collage shows clear moments from that 

journey. You see old corners of the village, familiar spots from 

years back, and scenes that shaped daily life.

The Royal Oak pub, which used to be just a 
few doors down from us. Image circa 2007

An older image of the Royal Oak, likely from 
the 50s

A card game at The Whitfield Club, circa 
1966.

Skittles at The Whitfield Club, circa 1966.

A massive thank you to dover-kent.com & its contributors for the majority of these images!

Another (still standing!) local boozer, The 
Archer, circa 1959.

The Dover Motel, now the Holiday Inn, 
circa 1983.

Whitfield Service Station in 2012, long before its refurbishment (and Seelan, current owner 
and Sai Care Homes founder, in full regalia!)

1940 2026



The 2000s saw wide-spread adoption of the internet 
- and we weren’t going to be left in the dust!

We’ve uncovered a snapshot of our website from 
2009, and a copy of our carehome.co.uk page from 
mid-2007.

sai



Sunshine & Sea
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On 21 July 2017, our staff and residents ventured out to 

Westbrook Bay for a relaxing day by the coast!

We’ve managed to dig out some photos from our Facebook page - 

and while they might not be the best quality (we’ve done a little 

enhancing), you can still clearly see everyone smiling!



Excellence in Care
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Our Head of Marketing has gathered various photos from past 

awards ceremonies, parties and celebrations that Team Whitfield 

(and the wider Sai Care Homes team) have attended.

In other news, our Head of Marketing has gone into hiding after 

uncovering all of these photos!

2018 Kent Care Awards - out of the 11 awards available that year, Sai Care Homes won 2 and 
had 4 runners up!

2020 was an unconventional year for the Kent 
Care Awards (no prizes for guessing why) but 
Whitfield staff were still recognised and 
celebrated.

The 2019 Christmas Party, with 
current manager Lesley celebrating 
that year’s care talent.
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107 Sandwich Road
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